
exasperated almost beyond endurance by his cruelty, and yet
utterly deprived of all mean* of redrew. The city of Ascen-
cion became shrouded iu gloom ; the house*, with doors and
windows alwaya cloned.business auapended, and uo sounds
of domestic comfort or social hilarity to dispel the awful still¬
ness caused by the darkness of despair.seemed only to con¬
tain the contemplated victims of the Supremo. Ten years
before his death, " the prisons were groaning with their in¬
mates i commerce was paralyzed; vessels were rotting on the
river banks \ produce goiug to decay in (he waiehouses; and
the insolence of his soldiers was systematically encouraged as

the best,means of striking terror into.tho hearts of the crouch¬
ing and insulted citizens ; distrust and lear pervaded every ha¬
bitation ( the neatest relations and dearest friends were afraid
of each other; despondency and despair were written on every
countenance you met; and the only laughter heard in the city
was that oi Francis's soldiers over their revels in the barracks,
or in their exultation over the affronts offered to unoHeiidiiig
citizens as they were openly deprived ot their property in the
streets. ".

These revolting facts being thus established by the testimo¬
ny of eye-witnesses, how shall we assert, with the hope of be¬
lief, that they were but as the opening act in the great drama
of tyranny to be enacted during the subsequent period of his
Government ? As familiarity with vice ai.d blood hardens the
heart.as man with no earthly affections to soften and guide ;
to make bim, by the hourly anxieties of his own soul, feel for
the tribulations of his fellow-man.or, as the tiger, which,
having once tasted human blood, will have no other, so was

Francia in the latter years of his life. Isolated by. his fears
from all society but that of an old negro womin, he examined
suspiciously his sirtiple food, and even made his own cigars for
fear of poison ; and he spent his wretched nights in a room,
barricaded like a dungeon, with loaded pistols on bis pillow,
and surrounded by a guard. From the narrative of the bro¬
thers Kobertson, it appears that Francia had quarrelled with
his father long before his elevation to the dictatorial power.
"They spoke not, met not, for years ; at length the old man
was laid on his deathbed, aud before rendering up his great
and final account he earnestly desired to be at peace with his
son, Jose Gasper." .The obdurate son refused, and the old
man's illness was increased by the horrid apprehension that
his soul would be lost if he left the world without a reconcilia¬
tion with his first-born. He sent some of their mutual rela¬
tions to expostulate with the heartless tyrant, and they im¬
plored him to receive his dying parent's benediction. He re¬

fused again. .They told him that his father believed his soul
could not reach heaven unless it departed in peace with his
son. Human nature shudders at the final answer which that
son returned : " Then tell my father that I care not if his soul
descends to hell."

This fact portrays, with revolting force, the monstrous de¬
pravity of Francia, and is sustained by a large variety ofother
instances related by the same authors, proving him to have been,
perhaps, the most cruel despot which the world has ever

known. And yet the inhabitants of Paraguay, with whom
the present writer has largely conversed upon the subject, de¬
clare, with one voice, that the narrative of* the Messrs. Robert¬
son falls short of the reality, and by no means represents the
tyrant in colors sufficiently dark to a faithful picture. No
wonder that the malediction uttered against his dying parent
cleaves to his own name and memory, in the bitterest denun¬
ciations of all his countrymen For, in truth, he made Para¬
guay a scene of bloodshed and of misery, of tyranny more ab¬
solute and of slavery more complete, than any ever presented
to us in the history of the world. Almost every man of any
standing was first robbed of the means of subsistence, then
banished, imprisoned for life, or sho(.so that no one might
remain to alarm his apprehensions, or conspire against his un¬
limited authority ; and the few patriots who survived this reign
of terror fl d to the ulterior, and silently awaited from the
hand of Providence an opportunity to rise up for the regener¬
ation of their country. At length their weary hopes were ful¬
filled. The tyrant died at the age of eighty-two, leaving a

tumultuous horde of savage soldiers to prey upon the people ;
a country impoverished of its precious metals to the last de¬
gree ; not a dollar in the treasury, or a public or private paper
of his administration unburnt. Even his silent secretary,
though unharmed by the people, and living in security with
his family, committed suicide fifteen days after his death.j-
Thus lived the tyrant, and thus he passed away, leaving a

blank indeed in the history and hearts of his countrymen.
His death-scene, it may perhaps lie interesting to relate.

Attended during his last illness only an old woman and a na¬

tive doctor, he was at length told by the physician that his
condition was hopeless, and that he had better call on some

one to administer to the welfare of his soul. Upon mention
of a priest, which Francia hated above all things, he leaped
from his bed in a paroxysm of rage, and, snntching his sabre,
pursued the panic-stricken and retreating doctor to the door of
his chamber. Here his strength failed him ; he stumbled and
fell; that floor was his death bed, for when raised from thence
nothing but the corpse of Francia remained.a fitting and un-

pitied ending for such a life
The news of his death spread slowly, as if people feared to

believe such welcome tidings, or dreaded that some fresh plot
might be devised to ensnare the trembling inhabitants. But
while they were in this confused state, like men just awaken¬
ed from a deep slumber, ere yet they had had time (o collect
their ideas, the alcalde ordered him to Ire buried in the accus¬
tomed form. A funeral sermon was pteached in the National
Cathedral, with masses to assist his soul to heaven ; when the
congregation present, had they given utterance to their thoughts,
would have expressed as much indifference about its welfare
as he did, whilst living, for his father's.

It is proper to mention here a fact, strongly characteristic
of the Paraguayan people, and which speaks volumes for their
character. Instead of following the customary impulse of
mankind, who usually indulge their vengeance upon the me¬

mory, aud even the corporeal remains of their deceased ty¬
rants, the very first Congress after Francia's death decreed a

maintenance for his illegitimate daughter and his sister, that
they might not sutler from the poverty entailed upon them by
his unnatural neglect. Nor can any State paper or other do¬
cument emanating from an official source in Paraguay be
found, reflecting in terms of harshness upon his awful admin¬
istration.
The duty to the dead disposed of, next came to be consid¬

ered the situation of six hundred starving, naked, and vermin-
polluted prisoners, confined in the jails of the capital, victirife
of despotism. Previously, however, some of the military
chieftains had come to the natural conclusion, that as their
head had gone, after having set them such a lucrative exam¬

ple, they would strive to perpetuate the system, or at least se¬
cure the remainder of the spoils. But at the sight of those
poor prisoners, among whom many recognised, even through
the filth that clothed them, wives or children, friends, parents,
or husbands.many of them unwashed or unshaven through a

confinement of twenty-two years.the long tyranny was end¬
ed, and the resolution was unanimous among the leaders of
the people that Paraguay should never again be enslaved.
The Alcalde Pereira assumed the reins of Government, as

the first step in the new order of things. But some of the
soldiers, not liking the arrangement, thought to help them¬
selves to a leader in one of their own captains. Commotions
arose in Ascension on this account, in which there was some
bloodshed ; the prime mover was finally taken and shot, and
two influential men, Don Carlos Antonia Lopez and Don Ma¬
riana Roque Alonzo, nominated and called together, in '841,
a Congress of Deputies to consider the public welfare. By
this Congress the consular form of government was adopted,
and two consuls were elected to serve for two years, of whom
the first was the Sen or Lopez, and the second Senor Alonzo.
A general amnesty was declared ; public and private confi¬
dence were restored ; the people again gave utterance to their,
thoughts and feelings without fear or apprehension, and the
stilled and stagnant nation-heart throbbed aloud its song of
joy in the security of freedom. A gradual distribution of the
soldiery look_place, and they soon lost the feverish impulses

. of their military character in the peaceful occupations of the
citizen.
The first duties of the consuls were to declare the Republic

ho* and open to foreigners and commerce, and make such reg¬
ulation* with their neighbors of Brazil and Buenos Ayres as
would ensure the recognition of its independence ; this being
imperatively necessary to secure an egress to the ocean by wayof the Parang river, the natural and only commercial high¬
way. 1 o this end, in 1842, D>n Andrea Gill was sent as a
commissioner to Buenos Ayres to make a treaty with Geneial
Rosas. He was also charged with an application to the Gov¬
ernment of the lTnited States to recognise the independence of
Paraguay, and proceed thereafter to such measures as would
naturally follow ; and he was subsequently directed to forward
this application by the United States Consul in Buenos Ayres.Thia was the first request of the kind ever made by the Para¬
guayan Government to any independent Power beyond the
confines of South America, and we Iteg the reader's especialattention to the fact; because it is our design to point out the
danger which the neglect of our Government must incur of
driving this important and rising Republic into the arms of
England and 1 ranee, if they arc compelled to despair of our
friendship and sympathy.

Every obstacle was thrown in the way of Seiior Gill's sue}
cess by the arbitrary tyrant of the Argentine Republic, and
finally a new and absurd claim was advanced.that Paraguay,by faith of a treaty made in 1811, belonged to the ArgentineConfederation. It seems enough to condemn this pretencethat, from the period when the yoke of old Spnin was broken,and during the whole thirty-five years of Francia's adminis¬
tration, no one had ever heard of it. And, notwithstandingthe pertinacious efforts of the hireling writers, whoso talents
are under the control of General Rosas, and who have labored
of late years to establish this claim, we ahould assuredly think
it deserved nothing lietter than contempt, did we not know
that many sensible persons in the United States, reading onlyhi* side of the question, place full confidence in it. It is hightime that this glaring imposition should lie exposed, and he no
longer suffi red to delude the public.
The only ground for this pre|>o*terou» claim on the part of

General Rosas i* the treaty of 1811, to which we have al¬
ready adverted. By the treaty itself we learn that it was made
during the struggle for independence against the mother coun-

* Robertson's Francia's Reijjn of Terror, vol. 1,
t The only instance of suicide known in Paraguay for a

ecntmy.

try and that it wu aimply for mutual aid and support against
the common enemy. The fifth article of this very document
distinctly recognute* the independence of Paraguay, and the
whole paper is formed in the style and after the manner of
treaties betweeu independent Power*.' No other treaty ex¬
ist* or ever ha* existed between the two countries up to the
piesent period. But it has been said by one high in place in
our own country that Buenos Ay res certui.ily hud an equita¬
ble lien upon the territory of Paraguay, la-cause she made no

efforts in the cause of national independence, but availed her¬
self of all the result* arising from the severe struggle of her
neighbor. This is conclusively answered by the historical fact
already related, that the only army ever sent agaiust Paraguay
was by Buenos Ayres.that it was defeated.and that the
Generals Yegros and Cavellero, on their return with their vic¬
torious troops to Ascencion, by their own act and in a single
day overturned the colonial authorities and established a free
junta in the place thereof: by which deed Paraguay, though
more tardy in her revolutionary movements than Buenos Ayres,
in reality far outstripped her in the iace. The object of Gen.
Rosas in misrepresenting the matter is perfectly manifest. He
is determined, if possible, to sul jectthe navigation of the river
Paranu, which is the life-blood of Paraguayan commerce and
prosperity, to such laws and restrictions as he chooses; and
compel it to use Buenos Ayres as a port of entry, instead of
passing it by for the far superior harbor of Montevideo. But
as by the rules of national law, he cannot do this while Para¬
guay maintains her national independence, therefore he pre-
tends that she is one of the Slates of the Argentine Confede¬
ration, and consequently subject to the despotic sway of the
man whom her Hancbo hordes ha.vo placed at their head.
During these unforeseen difficulties, which Sr. Gill in vain

strove to surmount, a Congross of Deputies had reassembled
at Ascencion, charged with the duty of framing a written con¬

stitution, and a conformable system of State Government. In
the latter part of 1843, this constitution was published at the
capital, and under its provisions Don Carlos Antonio Lopez,
the senior co isul, was elected President for ten years from the
first of January, 1844. We must revert, however, to a most

important act of the Consular Government, and from which
our paper will derive ita chief interest.

_By an extract from despatch No. 28 of the then Ignited
States Consul at Buenos Ayres, and under date of November,
1843, it is stated that "the Government of Paraguay, being
now consolidated with its President and legislative body, a

friendly understanding with the United States is much desir¬
ed, and will be advantageous to the citizena of the United
States whose trade may be with that country. The Govern¬
ment of Paraguay are more anxious that their principal and
most friendly relations should be with the Government of the
United States, as the treaties which exist between most of the
South American Republics and Great Britain give the idea
that they look to the latter as their principal support. It was
therefore that her Britannic Majesty's envoy, Mr. Gordon, was

coldly received, and the Government of Paraguay so anxious
to cultivate the most friendly feelings with that of the United
8tales before all other nations." With this despatch was sent
and received the following application of the Paraguayan
Government:
« To the most Excellent Consul General of the United States

near the Government of Buenos Ayres.
«< Fobeiom Relations,

" Ascencion, Pahaguat, August '28, 184.3.
" The Supreme Government of the Republic of Paraguay

has the honor to address his excellency the Consul General ot
the great North American Confederacy, near the most excel¬
lent Argentine Government, in order to make known to him
that the extraordinary General Congress of this province,
which met on the 25th of November last, explicitly declared
the independence of the nation, as required by the unanimous
vote of the people, and established the flajj which is to cover
the trade on sea, as well as the other national vessels ol this
Republic. The Government of the undersigned, impressedwitli the duty of communicating this happy event to friendly
nations, feels the utmost pleasure in fulfilling this most agree¬
able duty with regard to the representative ot the most happy
and liberal nation of the New World ; and they at the same
time hope that he will take the annexed document into consid¬
eration, and will present and recommend them to the attention
ofthe National Government of the United States, to the effect
that we may receive through you, sir, the acknowledgment ot
our independence, anil the other acts which may follow.
h Deign, sir, to accept the sincere sentiments of our consid¬

eration and high esteem.
."CARLOS ANTONIO LOPhZ,

.« MARIANO R. ALONZO."+
The foregoing document, so well worthy of immediate at¬

tention, was quietly laid upon the shelf and forgotten by Mr.
Tyler and his State Secretary Calhoun, until the request of
an unknown and humble individual to be sent to Paraguay
removed it from its dusty repose during the first days of the
present Administration.
The mention of the British agent, Mr. Gordon, in the des¬

patch of the United States Consul, brings us to an explanation
of his mission, and the momentous events to which it contri¬
buted. A year previous to tho establishment of a Constitu¬
tional Government in Paraguay, the British Minister resident
at the Court of Brazil, with the wisdom that so eminently
characterizes the diplomatic surveillance of that nation, sent
the Secretary of his Legation over land to Ascencion, to learn
something of the Government and productions of the newly-
opened country, and report accordingly. Mr. Gordon conse¬

quently went to Paraguay ; but his overtures were treated
with indifference and his propositions with neglect, because it
was to us, and not to Great Britain, that the hopes and feel¬
ings of the young Republic were directed. Though treated
personally with the hospitality of the country, he made him¬
self so obnoxious, by the overbearing insolence "of his man¬

ners, and by an injudicious interference with the prejudices of
the people, that he was ordered to leave the territory in twen¬
ty-four hours, and was kept for five days on board of a small
vessel in the Paraguay river, wa ting for a fair wind. But
Mr. Gordon had gained the information he wanted ; and the
attention of hia Government was forthwith more immediately
directed to the rich, fertile, and densely populated valley of
Parana, with a careful eye to the securing this new accession,
for the benefit of those manufacturing and commercial energies
from which England has so long drawn the materials of her
colossal power.

#Though it is hard indeed to fathom the mysteries of South
American diplomacy, still we will endeavor to decipher it, as

connected with the Anglo-French operations in that quarter
of our continent bordering upon the La Plata. In 1845, at
the opening of Parliament, British merchants of London and
Liverpool, and British manufacturers of Manchester and Bir¬
mingham, petitioned the tjueen of England to force the navi¬
gation of the river Parang ; "for the commerce of Paraguay,
in a few years, could be made second only to that of Her Ma¬
jesty's East Iudia possessions." The numerous French in¬
habitants of Montevideo had also been petitioning, during
some two or three years, for the interference (unlawful though
it should be) of the mother country against the attempt of
Rosas to conquer the land of their adoption. Consequently,
from one motive and another, we find, in the summer of 1845,
the Anglo-French intervention and the blockade of Buenos
Ayres fully effected, without any cause for a declaration of
war: and the old continental system ot paper blockade placed
on all the circumjacent coasts, to the utter contempt and de¬
struction of neutral commerce. The vacillating and insincere
conduct of England and France in these affairs has rendered
those nations obnoxious and ridiculous to the American world ;
and as yet they have gained no advantage over the subtle and
well sustained policy of General Rosas. It is found that
Buenos Ayres must be conquered to get to the China-like
wealth of Paraguay ; but her people are not opium-eaters, nor
is she an Algiers, with only the Mediterranean to cross for
the Gaul to find his colonial home. It is, however, a coun¬
try which, under its present rule, defied the French for three
long years, and still defies the combined forces now wasting
their treasure upon a bootless mission. Strange that the cha¬
racter of her despotic Governor could not have been sufficient¬
ly well knowa to have prevented the scenes enacted there
within the last two years ! Certain it is, that hitherto the ef¬
forts of England and Franco have produced nothing beneficial
to themselves. So far from it, indeed, that the intervention,
tired of the useless and interminable expense attending it,
seems now about to abandon the blockade, and leave to the
future and ta struggling Paraguay the question ot the naviga¬
tion of the Parana.
We must not be understood as upholding the cause of

General Rosas in any part of his American policy. This, as
an adherent of freedom, we would consider treason to justice
and to truth. But we must praise his successful opposition to
European illegal and presumptuous interference with his na¬
tional affairs, under reasons calculated to delude the American
world, and which are utterly false and hypocritical. Wf onlyask American* to draw the distinction between hit acts to¬
wards the neighboring American States, and his determina¬
tion to relist the encroachments of that monarchical systemof the balance of power, which seeks to extend itself even
here upon our own Continent. This is a distinction which
letter writers and American diplomatists seem unable to j»er-
ceive : the one class being so hostile to Gencras Rosas as to
praise the intervention j while tho other sre so warmly his
friends, and so strongly opposed to England and France, that
they consider Paraguay, Monte Video, and Drazil all inimical
to the interests of the United States, merely because these na¬
tions have rights to join and preserve against the exactions
which geographical poaitioot gives General Rosas power to
enforce against them.

But let us revert to the affairs of Paraguay. Senor (Jill
returned to Ascencion from his fruitier* mission in 1843. He
succeeded in bringing with him a printing press ami some
skilful workmen, so that by these means, if none other could
be gained, Paraguay might communicate with the world.
This gentleman, in re-introducing, nfter a lapse of nearly one
hundred years, this most important means of improvement,deserves the everlasting gratitude of his countrymen.§ A pe¬
riodical, " El Paraguay Indepcndicnt^," was forthwith under-

.See." Registro Diplomatioo de Buenos-Aires," B. Ayres,1825.
t We arc not accountable for this translation, having never

seen the original.
$ Both banks of the river Parank, at far as its junction w ith

the Paraguay, belong to Buenos Ayr«s.$The first printing press on the American continent was es¬
tablished at Ascencion in Ifil'J by the Jesuits. The typeswere of wocd.

taken, and iu first thirty-two numbers were occupied with a
historical narrative of the controversy with Buenos Ajries,
from the earlivut declaration of -liberty to the conclusion of
Senor Gill's mission. The whole tone of this periodical, so

unlike the lunatic ravings of antagonistic papers in general
throughout Spanish America, is dignified in the extreme < and
all its statermntssre fortified by proofs, instead of resting upon
mere assertion. From the most careful examinations of these
proofs, we have felt ubunJantly satisfied that tbe truth and
justice of the question are on the side of Paraguay.
We have already stated the unsuccessful results of Mr.

Gordon's overtures, and the strange neglect which tbe appli¬
cation of the youthful republic received from ourselves. In
tbe mean while her government, having become consolidated,
was recognised by the Republics of Bolivia, Peru, and Uru¬
guay, and by the Empire of Brazil, which lattei has a Charge
d'Afluires residing at Ascencion. It is an indisputable fact
that Paraguay has been, de facto as well as de jure, inde¬
pendent for thiity-five years.that she is capable ot preserving
her independence.and that it has been recognised by all the
neighboring nations except Buenos Ayrcs. Why then
should riot our Government perform the same act of justice,
instead of waiting to receive her example from England and
Prance, in matters strictly American ? As to the absurd
claims of General Kosas, he might as well advance a title to
the contiguous territory of Chili, with whL-h he is always
quarrelling. It is true that we have never acknowledged se¬

parately the independence of any of the countries which have
arisen into independent Powers out of the same state of colo-
nial vasalage ; but by the act of making treaties with them,
we have done the same thing, and in so doing have assumed
a prouder position before the world than we are ever likely to
do again. Sad for us.sad and disgraceful to our foreign re¬

putation was the day, when so-called democratic misrule abun-
ed, from motives of party animosity pnd mortified pride, the
sublime system spread forth to the gaze of wondering Europe
by the administrations of Messrs. Monroe and J. Q. Adams.
As for the consequences which this determined want of na¬
tional consistency has entailed upon us, we purpose to state
them briefly in the closo of our present communication. The
picture, we believe, has never before been presented to the
public in the same light; but nevertheless it is painfully correct.
The noble rivers that intersect South America in all direc¬

tions, exceeding even those of our own country, have ever
been the bone of contention among them : and we fear that
their difficulties on this score will continue to exist, until the
principles of a more enlightened policy are understood and
adopted. It is for the purpose of introducing and strengthen¬
ing these principles, which this nation has probably establish¬
ed in a far greater degree than the rest of the world, that we
think it devolves upon our Government to meditate between
them. For considering that, in the earlier days of their strug¬
gling, likely, we regarded them as in a manner under our

protection and advice, we ought ccrtainly to have the best
prospect of proposing our friendly counsels with the highest
advantage to all parties.

Brazil has been violently accused by the Argentine prints
with being the sole cause of the Anglo-French intervention,
which she, by a circular despatch, has fully denied. But this,
so far as it concerns ourselves, is a small matter, for she has
not had any influence with Buenos Ayres from the period of
her earliest history until the present time ; and, for the last
four or five years, has been continually on the eve of an open
rupture with her. All the neighboring countries of South
America are in the same situation with respect to Kosas.
Hitherto, England and France have retained a predominant
influence ; the former, particularly, having completely taken
the place which we once held, and aftorwards forfeited by our

own negligence. But now, of course, hardly a trace of this
influence of England and France remains. Of the three great
commercial nations of the world, the United States alone
stands at least uncompromised by any hostile attitude. In
difficulty with tho other two, it naturally became the object of
the Buenos Ayrean Government to make the people believe
that the Government of the United States was strongly oppo¬
sed to the blockade instituted by the combined Powers ; and to
such an extent was this attempt carried, that the Utrited States
were even represented as ready to interfere vi et armis to pre¬
vent it. The grievous disappointment which tbe inhabitants
of Buenos Ayres felt upon the arrival of Commodore Rousseau
in February, 1846, with only a sloop of war and a small brig,
when they bad been led to suppose, by more dishonorable
means than we care to enumerate, that his instructions were

to insist upon the blockade being raised as a violation of neu¬

tral rights, and an interruption to American commerce unau¬
thorized by the laws of nations, caused a re-action of feeling
exceedingly hostile and detrimental to our countrymen. It is
said that this delusive hope was carefully fostered and strength¬
ened by the course of the United States Charge d'Affaires,
who was understood to have become strongly attached to the
views of the Dictator Rosas.

It is quite notorious, as an acknowledged principle of our

Government, that the interference of any European power
with the affairs of the American continent is to be regarded
with a jealous eye. It is also equally certain that this Anglo-
French intervention has been particularly so regarded, for it
was wanting in justice.the first element to its success. This
knowledge led the Argentine Government to look to us for our

good offices; and, in order to obtain them, to make continually tbe
most extravagant demonstrations of friendship and esteem on

paper, but sadly deficient in every thing like real sincerity.
These our Government have listened to, so far as to fail in
providing proper security to our citizens residing in Buenos
Ayres, by exacting prompt payment of our claims in that quar¬
ter, hitherto entirely unsettled ; and to throw Paraguay over¬

board, treating her with neglect, and leaving her without the
support which she would morally receive, if a great commer¬

cial nation like our own had recognised her independence, and
proceeded to the other acts which would naturally follow, viz.
making a treaty of commerce and amity with her, establishing
diplomatic relations, and consequently demanding a free pas¬
sage by the way of the river Parana to her ports. This would
have been a simple act.one easy of accomplishment, and re¬

quired by justicc.
We have endeavored to prove that the well-known richness

of Paraguay, as first officially made apparent to the British
Government after the death of Francia, by the mission of Mr.
Gordon, was the primum mobile, joined with the petitions
forwarded to Parliament, which impelled them to their inter¬
ference with the alfairs of the La Plata : though, in reality,
Great Britain has turned a longing look in that direction for
nearly forty years. This ia further borne out by the fact, that
several steamers and other vessels of war ascended the river to
Corrientes, a distance of about seven hundred miles. These
vessels convoyed, in September, 1845, a fleet of some eighty
sail of all nations, but by far the greater part under the En¬
glish flag, by way of giving precedent in favor of the right of
free navigation demanded by Paraguay ; still doing so in a

round about way, without acknowledging her independence,
which was the only proper preliminary. President Lopex,
desirous of preventing the influx of spies and agents of the
numerous confkcting nations and parties on the confines of his
country, removed hia custom-house from the Villa del Pilar,
(or Nuembuco,) to an ialand at the junction of the Parang
and Paraguay rivers : at the same time professing his ardent
desire to see all well-disposed foreigners in the pursuit of their
lawful aflairs in hia country. This movement manifested a

sound and wise policy, which cannot be too highly commended.
A month or two previous to this removal of the custom¬

house, the writer arrived in Ascencion as United States special
agent. What were tbe results of his mission still remains a

profound mystery : for neither has any public mention been
made of it, nor any official action as yet been had upon it.
It seems to be in the category of many other things imperious¬
ly demanding the attention of our Government, but as yet
swallowed up either in the " war for the succession," or tbe
war of Mexican spoliation.

Paraguay having been neglected through a long time by
those to whom she had a right to look for far different treat¬
ment, felt herself compelled to resort to such means as were iri
her power to Accomplish her end. Beholding her just claims
to independence seemingly abandoned by all the world, she
saw herself left either to perish within her borders, or some

other mode of finding an outlet to the ocean ; but on the eve
of signing an offensive and defensive treaty with the province
of Corrientes, which had risen in pretended rebellion to the
authority of Gen. Kosas, the signatures were delayed by the
President when he heard of the expected arrival of the U.
S. special agent, in the present hope that at length some sub¬
stantial aid was at hand to help them in their desperate situa¬
tion. But when President Lopez learned that, at that latr
day, the United States had otily authorized their Envoy to
ascertain whether it was advisable to recognise the indepen¬
dence of his country, he hastily and wi'h feelings of the bit¬
terest disappointment, signed a treaty which our Government,
as if anxious to throw all possible difficulties in the way of the
Paraguayan people, has declared to be a serious obstacle to
their success. And yet the event soon proved that the treaty
was a mere snare of Gen. Kosas. The province of Corrientes
was induced to make violent professions of hatred towards his
tyranny, and a consequent display of sympathy in the compul¬
sory durance of Paraguay. Commissioners were appointed to
carry these sentiments- to President Lopez, and to offer the
assurance that Corrientes was ready to make common cause
with Paraguay in favor of her independence. The treaty to
which we have alluded was the result of this proposition, it
ended in a combined declaration of war against Gen. Rosas,
and a manifesto was published, setting forth the reasons.

Nevertheless, it was declared that this war was not so much
against their brethren, the Argentines, as against the despotism
of one man.their dictator» for that he, by tbe arbitrary en¬
actions of his tyranny, had forbidden them the use of their own
water for a highway, and had denied them their rights as an

indeiiendent nation. Far more cauae for such a war had Pa
raguay against Kosas than ever we had against Mexico.

But it has hefcn stated that Paraguay, whilst in her transi¬
tive state, aa it were, had no right to make common cause
with Corrientes, and thus virtually interfere in the domestic
afTairs of a neighboring State j and hence it ia ingeniously in¬
ferred that, while alic was thus at war with Buenos Ayres, it
would be impossible for our Government to reeogniae her in¬
dependence without violating our amicable relatione with Gen.
Kosas. We confess our incapacity, however, to understand
such reasoning | for the right of Paraguay to be acknowledg¬
ed as an independent Republic existed anterior to her treaty
with Corrientes, and our acknowledgment of her independence

neither invalve* our approbation of that treaty, nor could our

disapprobation of that treaty take her right to such acknow¬
ledgment away. Suppose that, during our own revolutionary
struggle, the province yf Mew Bruuawick had pretended to

sympathize with us, and that a treaty, offensive and defensive,
had thereupon been signed, would any roan living preauine to

bay that »u;h a compact could have neutralized our causes of
complaint, and destroyed our right to national freedom > As
little reasun can we see in the idea that our acknowledgment
of Paraguayan independence could properly affect our amica-
l>le relation* with Buenos Ayrea. Nu such result waa appre¬
hended, when not only France, but Spain, Kussia, Sweden,
lienmaik, and Holland, acknowledged the United Slate*,
while yet the content of actual war existed with the mother
country. No such result waa apprehended when our Gov¬
ernment acknowledged the independence of Huenoa Ayrea and
the other South American States, without waiting for the con

aent of Spain. No auch result waa apprehended when we

assented to the independence of Texaa, without asking leave
of Mexico ; and yet the right of Paraguay stands on clearer
grounds than any of these, becauae she never waa subject to
the jurisdiction of Buenos Ayrea, either Je jure or de facto.
So that, we cannot discover the slightest basis, in juatice or in
reason, for the hypothesis, that her claims must be questioned
arid virtually denied, becauae her acting Government accept¬
ed the oiler of CJorrieutes, and declared war against the des¬
potic power which not only refused to acknowledge her inde¬
pendence, but also deprived her of the navigation of the high¬
way for her commerce with the nations of the world.

But, even if it be granted that Paraguay committed an error
in accepting the overtures of Corrientes, on what principle of
justice should this mistake operate to the advantage of her ad¬
versary, when there is the strongest ground for believing that
Koaaa himself caused her to be deluded into the act by the
grossest deception ' The tale is but one link in the chain that
binds nearly twenty-five degrees of latitude under his faithless
dominion. The facts are these. In prosecution of the treaty
atipulations, troops were sent to Corrientes. We saw them
set out with every joyous anticipation, little expecting that
they were intended to full into the tyrant's snare. United to
an army of several thousand Corrientinos under Gen. Pax,
the troops of Rosas attacked them : when, behold ! at the
firtl charge Gen. Don Juan Madariaga, who had signed the
treaty at Ascencion as commissioner for Corrientea, suffered
himself to be taken prisoner, together with all his troops ; and
his elder brother, the governor of the province, declared for
Rosas, leaving the Paraguayans deserted and betrayed to the
mercy of their enemies. Happily, however, they were able
to make good their retreat without loss. No doubt exists,
amongst those immediately concerned, that Rosas, in conjunc¬tion with the brothers Madriaga, concocted this shameful
piece of treachery.

It might seem to argue a "want of modesty and duty" if
we should discuss on this occasion the details of our own mis¬
sion. We trust that time will bring them before the public in
their proper shape, and mean while we shall confine ourselves
to those topics which involve the character, not of individuals,
but of our country, and to which the proprieties of official re¬
serve can have no relation.

It was 011 the 8th of November, 1845, that we arrived in
Ascencion. During our stay there the battle of Obligado was

fought in the river Parana, between an overwhelming force of
the Anglo-French intervention and the army of Gen. Rosas.
It was decided in favor of the Europeans after nine hours'
hard fighting, and the Parana. was at length, by the life-blood
of many Argentines, temporarily opened to the world. Under
these auspices, as we have mentioned, a tleet of some eighty
sail, chiefly English, ascended to Corrientes, and the French
steamer of war "Fulton" and some agents of the interven¬
tion on board entered the river Paraguay, and pissed to with¬
in nine miles of Ascencion. The agents communicated with
the Paraguayan Government, and also brought with them
some agents of the city of Montevideo. Being wanting in
the first requisite to treat, viz. credentials fiom their sovereigns,
President Lopez heard all they had to say, but replied no¬

thing in return. His Government looked with distrust upon
the intervention, and stetkdily refused to hold any treaty with
it until, as a preliminary step, the independence of his nation
had !>een recognised by the sovereigns of England and France.
But it was only at this time, when they had sought him in
his own ports with flattering promises, that he made the same

requisitions of those great nations which, as we have seen, he
had anxiously though vainly presented to the United States
more than two years l«fore. The Ministers of the interven¬
tion, Messrs. Ousely and Dcffaudis, provisionally granted the
demand, subject to the ratification of their res|>eclive home
Governments. What action they have taken upon it we are
not informed. We presume it will be a stroke of policy for
them to confirm it, and thus completely outwit the United
States, as since 1829 they have ever done in their diplomatic
relations with all parts of South America.
The French steamer of war " Fulton" is the only steam¬

boat that has ever penetrated so far into the interior of South
America. 8he, therefore, naturally excited a degiee of won¬
der but little inferior to that of the western Indians, when,
overwhelmed with the misfortunes of their race, they thought
the (ireat Spirit had visitei^ them as a Fire King in his wrath.
But let us mention a simple incident, very significantly illus¬
trative of the feelings of the Paraguayan Government toward
the intervention. For the first time in the annals of her po¬
litical history the Paraguayan flag had been saluted in their
own waters by this steamer ; but no member of her Govern¬
ment accepted the invitation to visit her, nor did any one be¬
longing to the first families of Ascencion so far gratify thi ir
longing curiosity. And yet they are perfectly aware that it is
only by vessels built after a similar manner that they can ever

gain that power and commercial prosperity so ardently desir¬
ed, the capabilities for which tbey so eminently possess, and
whose returns they so justly deserve. This steamer teceived
on board, however, the Senors Jovellanos and Gonzales, as

passengers to the city of Montevideo, where they arrived in
the last days i f March, 1816. They were the confidential
agents of the Paraguayan Government, to return the civility
shown to them by that city ; though we shrewdly suspect that
the design of sending agents from MonU:video originated with
the Ministers of the intervention to ensnare Paraguay. But
if it were so, it tailed of its intended effect, for they were spe¬
cially instructed not to enter into any negotiation until after
the full recognition of their national independence.

Here ends the writer's personal knowledge of events in that
quarter of our continent, as he returned to the United States
via Rio de Janeiro at this time. Since then he has received
no intelligence except through the medium of contradictory
newspaper accounts, in which the wilfully perverse statements
of the Buenos Ayrean press form by far the larger share. In
reference to this public press it is proper to state that General
Rous, with characteristic acuteness, has made it the organ of
his Government, and from the amount of talent employed and
the va«t sum* paid to the writers it has naturally held much
sway over the public mind in every quarter. His " Archievo
Americano" is published in Spanish, English, and French,
the three different languages side by side, and it is forwarded
to all parts of the world as the highest organ of conclusive po-
litical information. The minor periodicals, such as the " Ga-
zeta Mercantil" and the " British Packet," the former pub-
liahed in Spanish, the latter in English, are equally and fully
under the alwolute control of the Dictator. In fact, (he press
of this unfortunate city, like all things connected with a Go-
vermient founded in bloodshed and anarchy, and conducted
by tyranny, has become so wedded to lying and hypocrisy
that they are now but two in (me. The amount disbursed by
Roaas during the last year for the support of his press appear*
by the published account to exceed the ex|>ensea of the whole
civil list. No Government is too sacred for his low and dis¬
gusting abuse, and we regret t<* say that his method of whip¬
ping into the traces resident diplomatists is no less effective
than original. Much of this b *e we known within the last
eight years, in which the representatives of the United States,
forgetting their |>osition and country, have simply bee >me tools
and playthings of the despot. It is painful in the extreme to
be obliged to revert to these thinga ; but it is a duty to speak,
at least in general terms, that our countrymen may know how
they stand abroad. We seem to be finally awuking to a just
sense of the blessings of so-called democratic rule at home ;
let us assist the progress of truth with what we know of its va-

rioua ramifications in other parts of the world. We are well
aware that this system of Ro'a* has found a foothold in this
country, England, France, and elsewhere; and that in all
these nations there aie public newspapers in bis pay, and
faithful propagators of whatever falsehood, either in print or

by correspondence, may reach them from Buenos Ayrea. But
notwithstanding this airay of the means which a blood-stained
despotism places at his disposal, Gen. Rosas must soon learn
that others, beyond his control and independent alike in the
maintenance and publication of their opinions, will give a

truthful narrative of himself and his administration. The
writer has not forgotten the largo share of detraction and
abuse which has been rneted out to himself, because he has
refused to submit his sense of duty in behalf of Paraguay to
the dictation of Gen. Rosas : and the facts of the case he
may feel himself called on to disclose in due time. Mean¬
while, the reader who desires to see aome account of (Jen.
Kosae and his Government may be referred to Col. King's
" Argentine Republic." We cannot, indeed, endorse all the
deductions of this author in the latter part of the work, but
we believe the main incident^ to be correct ; and some of
them we know transpired during our sojourn in the Kio de la
l'latain 1840-'l-'2.

It may be pro|>er to notice, in this connexion, a li tter which
Appeared in the Now York " Courier and Enquirer" of the
twenty-second of May last, under date of the Mcn'y-fifth
of March from Buenos Ay res. It is there stated that
" Paraguay, under the imitator of the tyrant Frincia, (Lo-
pi z,) will be probably during his lifetime a sealed country
:«'id the inhabitants also have no very polite tern s applied to
them. Now we do not hesitate to say that this representa¬
tion is thoroughly erroneous. So lar from seek'ne to keep
IVagnay n M<aled country, we have shown, throughout this
communication, that it is the most determined desire ol her
(iiivernment to gain an intercourse with the world ; and we

have ourselves aeen and furnished to our State Department n

decree, declaring that all privileges will be grunted to foreign¬
ers in Paraguay which are possessed by the natives to prosecute
their lawful designs, and publicly inviting them to come to
the Republic, and instruct the inhabitants by their superior
knowledge. The letter in the .. Courier and Enquirer," we

doubt not was the work of one of those who are either them¬
selves deceived, or who attempt to mislead the people of thin
country.
A short narrative of the history of South America, as con¬

nected Willi England for the last tweuty-live years, may not
be uninteresting, to aa»Ut us in illustrating the extent of the
guardian caie with which our rulers have watched over Ame¬
rican interests and properly since the commencement of Pre¬
sident Jackson'a Administration.

'1'hat the United States, first and far lieyond every other
nation, felt a deep interest in the success ol the Spaniel colo¬
nies in their struggle for independence ; that she invite ! Eng¬
land to co-operate with her in recognising the independence
of UuenoM Ayres as early as 1818; that England was then
encaged in playing a double game of deep subtlety with the
"Holy Alliauce" concerning these same colonies, and gave
no respectful attention to the invitation ; that this nation,
foremost and unaided, and with the sympathies of the monar
chiral world against her, in 1822-23 did recognise the Span¬
ish colonies, under the auspices of those great and patriotic
men, Monroe, J. Q. Adams, and Clay, as free and independ¬
ent ; and, finally, that Great Britain, envious of our bright
fame and ponderous influence in those regions of America,
thereupon determined the coursc of her policy, and instantly
followed in our footsteps. All these are unquestionable his¬
torical facts, and need neither elucidation nor comment from
us. It is true the egotistical Canning placed on record a
statement of his own that " he had called a new world into
existence to balance the old but this has long since ceased
to l)e remembered, save as one of the inflated self-eulogizing
bojsts of an administration desirous to letain its power, and,
for that purpose, ready to utter any convenient absurdity.
Though evidently sensible of the extravagance of. Mr. Can¬

ning's declaration, we propose to show that Ureat Britain, by
actively taking advantage of her immense means, did all in
her power.if she could not deprive us of the glory of the
fir.it movement.to render it practically true. Id the prose¬
cution of these designs she has, in alt cases, overthrown the
superior influence which this nation, prior to the administra¬
tion of President Jackson, and at the time of the Congress ofPanama, universally held with those new and feeble Powers ;
and that she has moulded them, both in diplomatic treaties
and commercial relations, almost wholly to her own purposes-
In conclusion, we shall present a short summary of our prin¬
cipal argument, in connexion with a statement of our pecu¬
liar advantages in those regions, and then we shall take the
liberty of suggesting how, in our opinion, we can regain an
equivalent for what we have lost by our supineness and utter
sacrifice of patriotism to paity.

Mr. Canning, immediately after his extraordinary state¬
ment that "tie had called a new world into existence," or¬
dered abroad, through all parts of South America, numerous
agents, deeply infected with the Foreign Secretary's enthusi¬
asm on this subject, who already, before their outset, were

disposed to report favorably, and were also directed to report
quickly. Upon these reports treaties were immediately made
with the new nations ; commercial energy and capital were

employed to an immense amount in all partsof the continent,
and, independently of the partial construction of many arti¬
cles in the treaties, almost countless sums of money were

eagerly advanced to the diilcrent Governments to cement the
bonds offriendship, while, in reality, with the usual fore¬
sight of the British Cabinet, all this was well calculated,
when the day of payment should come, to prostrate the weak
beneath the strong, the debtors beneath the creditors, and com¬

pel them to sue for mercy at the feet of their complete
masters. In confirmation of this, witness the treaty of 18-G
between England and Brazil, so odiously foreign to the in¬
creasing sugar interests pf the latter that she, the weaker
party and the immense debtor, has declared it at an end, and
will not accept any proposition as yet made by the British
Cabinet. But England wants the fertile island of Santa Ca-
tharina, abounding in coal, as the payment of her debt; and
already speaks of liking it ! Let us also adduce the third arti¬
cle of the treaty of 1826 with Buenos Ayres, wherein it is
declared that all vessels of his Britannic Majesty shall have
liberty to enter, for the purposes of commerce, all harbors,
bays, or rivers where other foreign vessels are or may be jiei-
mitted to come. Under this article Brazil, Paraguay, and
Montevideo, all foreign nations, but all owning extensive
possessions on the mighty rivers which form the Rio de la
Plata, must either be debarred from their self-evident rights
or England, with her overwhelming financial power, must

sweep them all from out their own waters. And it is a fact
of great portent that this treaty, unlike all the other British
commercial treaties with America, contains no articleproviding
for its termination upon notice of either party. His Britan¬
nic Majesty's Government well knew they would never desire
to end it, and if they did, they could soon find a pretext.a
coursc by no means so easy to the weaker party. \ct Cicn.
Rosas, notwithstanding a blockade of two years, the oj»en
fight of Obligado, and many other acts of a like nature, dares
not retort upon England her own system of declaring all ex¬

isting relations broken by any hostile act, but leaves in
statu quo a treaty which must always continue to distract
those blood-stained but beautiful countries, that she may reap,
sooner or later, the harvest of her political philanthropy. In
fine, there is not an independent nation of ibis continent, ex¬

cept our own and Paraguay, that is not in debt to England
beyond the hope of redemption, or even the probability of
paying the interest; still pay-day must come some time or

other, and it behooves us to watch the modus operandi. Al¬
ready wd perceive the method of these plans in a universally
predominant influence of Great Britain over ourselves in all
parts of foreign America ; and though they have been taught,
by sad experience, that in their eagerness to build this labric
of anticipated power, they had reared it on a basis too un¬

steady for so vast a superstructure, yet they doubtless expect
in due season to find the reward of their governmental loans,
of the millions expended in the mines, and of the manufac¬
tures shipped so far beyond the amount required for the con¬

sumption of the country.
In another way has this "El Dorado" of British hopes re¬

acted, not only upon themselves, but collectively upon all
commercial nations; for they created a feeling of importance
much greater than that to which these infant Governments
were properly entitled. Seeing themselves hurriedly courted
with every expression of lasting esteem and confidence, blind¬
ed as they were by the diplomatic intrigue and practical tact
of the greatest nation of the world, they naturally fancied
themselves conferring favors; consequently they adopted,
in many cases, a high-handed and fluctuating policy, and, by
their injudicious and ill-timed laws, hampered commerce, re¬
tarded the progress of the public welfare throughout every
section of Spanish America, and violated, without fear of re¬

proach, public and private engagements.
Meanwhile what has been the course of these free and

generous United States I After the completion of the proud¬
est monument yet reared to our fame in the recognition of the
Spanish colonics, and the firm stand which compelled all Eu¬
rope to regulate their early intercourse with Southern Ameri¬
ca by our own maxims, the wheel of party politics took an¬

other turn, and our vantage ground was most unwisely aban¬
doned. The Congress of Panama atfoids conclusive evi¬
dence that these nations then properly regarded the import¬
ance of our early friendship, and deemed us their natural ad¬
visers, for we were invited to teach and to guide them.
Whether the long train of evils which, for centuries to come,
will leave their traces behind them, would have l>een averted
by carrying out the noble and grind but |>erfectly practicable
views of Messrs. Adams and Clay, is a question which we

leave to the awakening sense of patriotism now happily pre¬
vailing amongst us. Truly we ho[>e, when peace shall again
bless our country, that our Government will offer the friendly
mediation which was once requested, and which may not yet
be too lato. The knowledge of a multitude of evils entailed
upon all parts of Amcrica by disorders which we might have
prevented, and for which, to a certain extent, we are fairly
accountable, demands an effort at least to make the most am¬

ple reparation in our power.
In further illustration of our argument we would ask

whether the United Slates Government has atteni'-ed to the
ordinary interests of our citizens in many parts of South
Amcrica > Have we a treaty with liuenos Ayres ? Have the
many claims due to ourcountrymen in that State been adjusted
Have we had or do we now hold a treaty with the Republic
of Paraguay ' Above all things, has our Government, in the
gieat majority of ca-es, sent such men for diplomatic residents
as were qualified by their abilities, patriotism, and wisdom, to

uphold the dignity of our nation > It ia aurely tune that
these questions should be put to the dominant party. Again :

how does it happen that the present chief expounder of our

constitution, after once plainly irpposing the principle of Mr.
Monroe in reference to the interference of Europeans on our

continent ; and then, in his inaugural address, as plainly
adopting it, still fails to carry it out as it was originally in¬

tended ' It is a melancholy fact that " the same men

differ from themselves at different times Temporary delu¬
sions, prejudices, cxcitrmcnts, and objects have irresistible
influence in mere questions of policy. And the policy of one

age may ill suit the wishes or even the policy of another.
We cannot be, therefore, one of those who deem mankind in¬
fallible, and charge a want of consistency upon a statesman
as a crime. Therefore, if Mr. Polk will justifiably carry out
the great principle which he formerly opposed, but now aJ-
mits, we for one will rejoice at the change. As for the mis¬

chiefs produced by the parly to which this gentleman belongs,
their opponents are not accountable before the tribunal of his¬
tory. We may have our part in the miseries, we can have
no part in the gilt or the dishonor. We have also another
reflection to make for the comfort of our South American
claim nits, that if " hop# deferred maketh the heartsick,
justice deferred and rights withheld will always enhance the
price at which safety and pcacc must in the end be purchased.
The advantages we now possess to correct these evils are

numerous and manifest. With Brazil England has quarrelled
about the formation of a treaty to replace the one ot 182fi.
The breach is also more hitjer on account of the grand impo¬
sition of her attempt to stop the slave trade. The lately ac¬

quired influence of France ia against her. The Anglo French
blockade and the obnoxious treaty of 182B between England
and Buenos Ayres, added to the murder (for no war has been
declared) of hundreds of her citizens ; these things, if they
move not the flinty heart of her tyrant, have at least rendered
the name of Englishman most obnoxious to her people ( on

irast with all this the ardent devotion which Paraguay feels

toward* our institution*, and the proportionate dislike of the
snare* of monarchical influence which the *ad experience of
her neighbor* has given her 5 consider, in addition, the hope¬
less debt and consequent oppression in one form or another,
under the apprehension. of whicb all the nation* of South
America, except Paraguay, ao heuvily labor, and our view
into the future of what we cau and ought to do become* clear
and di»tiuct.

It seem* very evident that the true policy of our Govern¬
ment toward* Paraguay i* to grant without delay her request
to be admitted into the family of nationa. For declining to
enter into the ordinary bond* of friendship and commerce with
her we surely have no reasonable pretext whatever. In fact,
by our auicidu! delay wu are only depriving ourselves of that
strong position which her application to u«, firot of all the
Power* of the world, undoubtedly gave u*, and which her li¬
beral feeling* toward* u* would easily enable ua to retain.
Should she from necessity be c.impelled to ahield her weak¬
ness and inexperience under the strength und knowledge of themonarchic* of England and France, *he must do ao under
their own grasping restriction* and at a seiious sacrifice of in¬
dependent feeling. Then, a* with her neighbors, if we are
ever to recovor the ground of which European policy will have
deprived us, it must naturally be through a long struggle with
our determined rivals and a full return to the system so clearly
set forth in the instruction* of Mr. Adaina to Mr. Anderaon.
Indeed, we can neither imagine nor deaire a more thoroughlynoble exposition of our duty to these still struggling nationa
thun is found in that sublime State paper. The beneficial re¬
sults which must naturally accrue to u* from the entertain¬
ment of just und liberal viewa in their liehalf are perhaps with
many a subject of but little interest through lack of informa¬
tion. We purpose, therefore, in a future communication, more
fully to explain the present syatem by which Paraguay is govern¬ed, and also to mention the chief point* of commercial impor¬
tance to u* in her natural productions and social position.
Though upon the Procrustean bed of so-called Democratic

principles the policy of our country hitherto ha* in vain sought
repose, yet we look with hope to the future. There are still
many who remember that *. Government is a practical thing
made for the happiness of mankind, and not to furnish out a

spectacle of uniformity to gratify the schemes of visionary po¬liticians. The business of those who are called to administer
it is to rule, and not to wrangle. It would be a poor compen¬
sation that we had triumphed in a dispute whilst we had lost
an Empire ; that we had frittered down a Power and at the
same time destroyed the Rkfcblic." *

.Burke apud Story.

REMINISCENCES OF NAPOLEON.

FHOM B LAC K WOOd'b HKYIKW OF M05TH0L0KW0HK.

Napolkow sometimes told interesting tales of his early ca¬

reer. One of those, if true, shows how near the world was

to the loss of an Emperor. After the siege of Toulon, which
his panegyrists regard as the first step to his good fortune, he
returned to Paris, apparently in the worst possible mood for

j adventure. He was at thi. period suffering from illness. His
mother, too, had just communicated to him the discomforts of
her position. She had been just obliged to fly from Corsica,I where the people were in ft state ol insurrection, and she was
then at Marseilles without any mean* of subsistence. Napo¬
leon had nothing remaining but an aasignat of one hundred
sous, his pay being in arrear. *4 In this state of dejection
went out," said he, " as if urged to suicide by an animal in¬
stinct, and walked along the quays, feeling my weakness, but
unable to conquer it. In a lew more moments 1 should have
thrown myt*elt into the water, when I ran again&t ail inoivi-
dual dressed like a simp.e mechanic, and who, recognising
me, threw himself on my neck, and cried, 'Is it you, Napo¬
leon >. What joy to see you again.' It was Demasis, a lor-
mer comrade 01 mine in the artillery regiment. He had emi¬

grated, and had returned to France in disguise to see his
mother. He was about to go, when stopping, he said « W hat
is the matter ? You do not listen to me. \ ou do not seem

gla i to see u.e. What misfortune threaten* you \ ou look
to me like a madman about to kill himself.

Tuis direct appeal awoke Napoleon s teeluigs, and he told
him every thing. " Is that all >" said he \ opening his coarse

waistcoat, and detaching a belt, he added, - here are thirty
thousand traucs in gold ; take them, and save your mother.
«. 1 cannot," said iNopoleon, .. to this day explain to myself
my motives for so doing, but I seued the gold as if by a con¬

vulsive movement, and .an like a madman to send it to my
mother. It was not until it was out of my hand* that I
thought of what 1 had done. 1 hastened back to the spot
where I had left Demasis, but he was no longer there, for
Several days 1 went out in the morning, returning not unUl
evening, searching every place where 1 hoped £^The end of the romance is as eccentric a* the beginning.
For fifteen year* Napoleon saw no more ol h» £the end of that time he discovered him, and asked why he
had not applied to the Emperor The answer was that he
hud no necessity for the money, but was atiaid ol beuig com¬

pelled to quit his retirement, where he lived happily practi-

"'"'L^leonnow paid his debt, as it may be presumed, mag¬
nificently ; made him accept three hundred thousand Irancs as

a reimbursement from the Emperor lor the thirty thousand lent
to the subaltern ol artillery ? and, besides, made him director

Lusand francs. He also gave a government place to his
^ N^uoleon, who seems always to have had some floating
ideas of lata Iism in his mind, remarked that two ol hiscom-
ades, Demasis and Ph.hpeau, had peculiar influence on his
destiny. Phihjieau had emigrated, and was he engineer em¬

ployed by Sir Sidney Smith to construct the delences of Acre.
We have seen that Dsuiaai* stopped him at the momen when
he was about to drown himself. » Philipvau, sa.d he stop¬
ped me before St. Jean d'Acre ; but lor him should havebeimmaster of this key of the East. 1 should have marched
upon Constantinople and tebuilt the throne at the Last.^ his idea of situng on the throne ol the 1 urk seem* never

to have left Napoleon's mind. He was alwaya talking of it o10have lei
doubted whether he couldlat- w"h

itthlta -tol.l'«rk»h ..»> I" ,bc d""~r/Mount Taurus, with Asia Minor still to be pesed } and
with the English, Russian, and Tut lush fleets and forces rea-Tv J meet him in Constantinople, his death or capture wouldJem to be the certain consequence ol his fanta*tn expedition.
TheiIron(rest imaginable probab.lity is, that, instead ol wear¬

ing thl diadem of France, hi* head would have bgured on

^ Sufcide is so often the unhappy resource of men indifferen
to .» religion that we can scarcely be aurprised at its having
been contemplated more than once by a man of fierce par-!u?n. exposed to the reveraes of a life like Napoleon a. Ol tLe
dreadful audacity of a crime which directly wars with the Di-

¦ii whicti cuts off all possibility of repentance, andTkA .b. criuun., U.e *».; ¦" >¦¦¦

.. whenVattcmpted suic.de, but you are certainly acquaintedJ . . . " .« No sire." was Montholon s reply.Wlt'^ In that case write''what I shall tell you; lor it is wellIn that ca ,
,inbleauahould one day be known,that the mV LT.fi a .ew lennnce* this singular narrative,

h STina'wilh an interview demanded by his marshals onIt Jh^f April IS15, when he was preparing to move at

i <¦"««;»" ? .' "°;k.h- rank# To re-enter Pari* cannot be thought of ;among 'he ranks.
^ ^ thou|(] uselci4ll|y .hed blood."Their'proposal was his resignaUon in lavor of lus son.

htdT^rVander'. opinion on ^^44l^rry oQ >0vou^butTannot tell you every thing. I nderstand th.s, and? 'n .t i in ment in rendering an account to the Emperorlose not u in
ft,ion and of the situation ol his af-?h,WHt .nd reTurn"g.in a- qokkly, bringing his abdic-fairshtre

g()n A, ^ hw p,.rsonal fate, I give youHon in fa >

^ properly tre iled. But loae,n"u rt:, or all io !'>-« him. and I .hall no longer have11
i il >'anv thing cither for him or hu dynasty.V°V L ,n pro,'eds - I hesitated not to make the sacri¬

fice demanded of my patriotism. 1 sat down at a li;tle table
. mv act of abdication in favor of my son. Rut onfhat dav JVIarmont with his army ha.1 suirendered. The allica

instantly rejected all negotiation after thia decisive blow in

heir favor. The act of resignation had not reached them,
and they determtm-d on restoring the old monarchy a once.

On this the desertion was universal, and every man at Fo«-
tainbleau was evidently thinking only of being the firat to
make hi. bargain with the Bourbons. .Napoleon, a. a a.

experiment, proposed to try the rrtect of a war in Iuly. Bu
all shook their heads, and were silent He at length -gned
,he unequivocal .Miction for hnmelf and his amilv.

- From the time of my retreat irom Ru-aia, saul he I
had constantly carried round my nick in a little .dken bag.
portion of a poisonous powder which Ivan had P^redby my
orders when I was in (ear of being earned off hy «he <^sasks Mv hfr no longer belonged to my country ; the even s

of the last few davs had again rendered me master of it.

Why should I endure so much auffenng, and1 who knowsth
>

my death may not place the crown on the head of my son

France was saved."
, . , L,i nl;xfd.«I hesitated no longer, but, leaping from my bed,

the poison in a little water, and drank it with a sor

P,n'
But time had Uken away its strength ; ^"rsi^forth some groan, from me » .hey were 5Ssistance aniveil. Il wa. not Heaven s will

io soon.St. Helena was in my drftiny-


